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would buy any of them, she might have a good
bargain." The outlook was not bright; but, Sidney
added, " Truly, by what I find in the prince, I do
hold myself in good belief that her Majesty, within
a year or two, shall be honourably answered it."

On the 23d of March Sidney and his suite left
Heidelberg and, after looking in vain for the Elector
Lewis on their way, passed on to Prague, where
the Emperor Rudolph, in his capacity of King of
'Bohemia, was then staying.

Exactly two years previously Sidney had quitted
the city on his return to England. He had come
there in company with Hubert Languet, to be pres-
ent at the Emperor Maximilian's opening of the
Bohemian Diet. On that occasion the Emperor had
granted to the Bohemians complete freedom in re-
ligious matters, and had promised that he and' his
family would protect them in the same. It was
true, he said, that his sons had attached themselves
to the Catholic faith; but he had so taught them to
love truth and honesty in any form that holders of a
different creed had no reason to fear them. The
good man neither thought how soon his eldest son
would take his place, nor knew how bigoted that
son was becoming. Everything looked pleasant
then, and the members of the Diet, in return for the
favours done to them, elected Prince Rudolph King
of Bohemia.

Now Maximilian was dead, Rudolph was Emperor
as well as King, and the aspect of affairs was greatly
altered. The Bohemians too stoutly held the prin-
ciples they inherited from Huss and Jerome to admit